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STROUD:' 

Printed  fcy  HARRY  HARMER,  at  the  “  Stroud  New*''  Office,  George  Street. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Stroud  Urban  District  Council. 


Stroud,  Glos., 

31st  January,  1910. 

Gentlemen, — 

I  beg  herewith  to  present  the  3Gth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
your  District,  being  the  eighth  since  I  first 
held  that  office. 

The  improvement  of  the  Water  Supply  of 
the  Town  made  further  progress  during  the 
year,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  contem¬ 
plated  extensions  will  render  a  constant 
service  practicable. 

The  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909, 
which  was  passed  at  the  end  of  the  year  is 
one  of  the  most  important  public  health  Acts 
of  recent  years  and  contains  many  useful 
provisions  for  improving  the  housing  of  the 
working  classes  as  well  as  for  the  planning  of 
building  areas.  It  simplifies  the  procedure 
under  previous  Acts  and  otherwise  renders 
action  with  respect  to  housing  conditions 
more  effective. 

The  birth  rate  for  1909  was  the  lowest  of 
which  I  have  records,  and  the  death  rate  wras 
above  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years  : 
the  latter  was  in  great  measure  due  to  the 
comparatively  large  number  of  persons  dying 
over  the  age  of  65  years  and  of  infants  under 
the  age  of  one  year. 

With  respect  to  notifiable  infectious  disease 
the  year  was  one  of  comparative  immunity. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  J.  M.  MARTIN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT 

1909. 


GENERAL. 

The  Stroud  Urban  District  is  situated  in  the 
Frome  Valley  where  it  is  joined  by  four 
smaller  valleys :  the  elevation  ranges  from  150 
to  over  650  feet  Q.D.,  and  all,  except  the 
lowest,  structures  of  the  Jurassic  series  are 
exposed  on  the  hill  sides.  The  town  is  the 
centre  of  an  important  manufacturing  district 
and  extends  chiefly  up  the  shoulders  of  two 
ridges  of  the  Cotswold  Hills  and  along  the 
valleys.  The  industries  are  very  varied  and 
include  the  large  ready-made  clothing  factories 
from  which  a  considerable  quantity  of  home 
work  is  given  out.  There  are  two  constituent 
Civil  Parishes,  Stroud  and  Uplands,  of  which 
the  former  is  far  the  larger. 

HOUSING. 

The  older  houses  are  substantially  built  of 
stone  with  stone  tile  roofs,  but  the  proportion 
of  houses  built  of  brick  and  roofed  with  slate 
is  steadily  increasing.  Tl^q  condition  of  the 
housing  of  the  working  classes  is  fairly  good 
on  the  whole,  but  of  necessity  in  so  large  a 
town  a  certain  number  of  houses  are  in  an  un¬ 
satisfactory  state  owing  to  neglect  on  the  part 
of  either  the  owners  or  occupiers.  During 
1909,  6  notices  were  served  on  tenants  to 
cleanse  the  interiors  of  houses,  and  applica¬ 
tion  was  made  to  the  magistrates  for  a  closing 
order  in  connection  with  one  house :  the  latter 
case  was  adjourned  by  the  magistrates  on  the 
10th  December  for  six  months  to  give  the 
owner  an  opportunity  of  submitting  altera¬ 
tions  to  the  Council  in  case  he  wished  to  use 
the  premises  as  a  dwelling-house  again. 

The  paving  of  yards  and  alleys  and  defec¬ 
tive  rain  spouts  and  gutters  were  considered 
during  the  year,  and  the  Surveyor  was  in¬ 
structed  to  serve  notices  where  necessary. 

The  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909, 
on  which  I  presented  a  report  on  the  15th 
December — modifies  the  procedure  in  dealing 


3 


with  unhealthy  houses:  it  greatly  simplifies 
the  process  of  closing  such  houses,  but  possibly 
the  most  useful  suggestion  is  contained  in  the 
Memorandum  on  the  Act  recently  issued  by 
the  Local  Government  Board  on  the  powTers  of 
the  Council  under  Section  15;  this  Section 
requires  that  houses  let  under  a  rental  of  £16 
a  year  shall  be  maintained  by  the  landlord 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  Action 
under  this  Section  is  more  simple  and  more 
rapid  than  under  the  provisions  for  closure, 
and  is  advised  by  the  Board  in  preference  to 
making  closing  orders.  Other  matters  in 
connection  with  this  Act  were  dealt  with  in 
my  report. 

The  numbers  of  plans  approved,  and  of 
houses  built  are  given  in  the  following  table : 

1904  1905  1906  1907  1908  1909 
Houses  built  5  7  9  7  8  1 

Plans  approved  6  13  14  15  13  1 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  1909  further  progress  was  made  in 
improving  the  supply  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
town.  The  collecting  mains  were  extended  to 
Catswood  and  Anstead’s  Farms  during  1906, 
and  by  the  end  of  that  year  the  supply  to  the 
Upper  Reservoirs  had  been  increased  by 
about  one-half.  Elarly  in  1909  it  was  decided 
to  carry  the  collecting  mains  to  the  full  extent 
of  Anstead’s  Farm,  and  arrangements  were 
made  for  further  extending  them  to  Syden¬ 
ham’s  Farm,  making  a  total  length  of  collect¬ 
ing  mains  of  about  2>|-  miles.  These  works 
were  completed  in  July  last,  and  it  is  now 
proposed  to  re-lay  some  of  the  original  col¬ 
lecting  mains  as  at  present  their  carrying 
capacity  is  insufficient  to  bring  all  the  water 
to  the  reservoirs.  Further  loss  of  water  has 
been  caused  by  the  comparatively  small 
capacity  of  the  main  between  the  Upper  and 
the  Covered  Reservoirs :  this  has  now  been  re¬ 
medied  by  the  laying  of  a  new  6in.  main 
between  the  Reservoirs.  A  site  for  a  new 
intervening  Reservoir  has  been  provisionally 
obtained,  and  observations  are  being  taken  as 
to  the  total  flow  with  a  view  to  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  Reservoir.  There  was  no  necessity 
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during  1909  for  pumping  from  Gainey’s  Well 
to  the  Upper  Reservoirs. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  alterations  which  have 
been  effected  in  recent  years  (including  the 
new  main  from  the  Upper  Reservoirs  to  the 
top  of  Acre  Street)  together  with  the  im¬ 
provements  contemplated  will  enable  a  con¬ 
stant  service  to  be  maintained.  It  would 
however  appear  that  in  many  cases  house 
fittings  are  not  in  a  suitable  condition  for  a 
constant  service,  and,  for  the  prevention  of 
waste,  would  have  to  be  made  good.  The 
present  consumption  is  estimated  to  be  about 
14  gallons  per  head  per  day,  and  it  is  possible 
that  the  average  consumption  could  be  re¬ 
duced  with  a  constant  service  and  systematic 
inspection  of  house  fittings  with  the  assistance 
of  waste  prevention  meters. 

Amongst  other  matters  dealt  with  during 
1909  was  the  rendering  of  the  Exchange 
Reservoir  (Gainey’s  Well  Supply).  One  well 
supplying  4  houses  at  the  Knapp,  Nelson 
Street,  was  condemned,  and  the  houses  will 
probably  be  connected  with  the  town  mains : 
water  was  also  laid  on  to  the  Council’s  cot¬ 
tages  at  Gainey’s  WTell,  and  arrangements  are 
being  made  for  carrying  a  main  across  the 
Canal  to  supply  the  Victoria  Inn,  the  Gas 
Works  and  the  Sewage  Works. 

The  usual  analyses  have  been  made  of  the 
town  water  supply  by  the  County  Analyst, 
who  has  reported  as  favourably  on  them  as  in 
past  years. 

The  average  annual  profit  from  the  water 
supply  of  the  town  during  the  past  nine  years 
has  been  £773  12s.  Id. 

DAIRIES. 

The  greater  part  of  the  milk  consumed  in 
the  district  comes  from  farms  in  the  surround¬ 
ing  neighbourhood,  and  as  a  rule  is  sold  direct 
from  the  milk  floats.  Some  of  the  registered 
sellers  take  milk  in  bulk  and  distribute  it  to 
their  customers,  but  the  majority  of  the  milk 
sellers  take  only  small  quantities  and  sell  it 
to  persons  calling  at  their  shops.  There  are  4 
dairy  farms,  4  milk  sellers  have  rounds,  2 
are  confectioners,  and  of  the  remaining  9 


persons  on  the  register,  3  hold  licensed  houses, 
5  have  small  general  shops  and  1  is  a  green¬ 
grocer,  taking  1  to  4  quarts  a  day :  the  con¬ 
ditions  under  which  the  milk  is  kept  in  the 
latter  places  show  how  desirable  Avas  the  re¬ 
gulation  proposed  by  the  Council  in  1905,  viz., 
that  in  such  places  milk  should  be  kept  in  a 
cupboard  cut  off  from  the  general  store,  and 
freely  open  to  the  external  air,  which  was  not 
accepted  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

The  number  of  slaughter  houses  on  the 
register  is  9,  4  registered  and  5  licensed :  fre¬ 
quent  inspections  are  made,  including  visits  at 
the  times  of  slaughtering. 

OTHER  FOODS. 

The  only  food  condemned  during  the  year 
was  2  cwt.  of  fish  voluntarily  surrendered. 
Investigations  were  also  made  as  to  a  con¬ 
signment  of  Soya  Beans,  information  as  to 
which  was  received  from  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  Port  of  London :  there 
proved,  however,  to  be  no  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  consignees  to  prepare  these  beans 
for  human  consumption,  which  were  being 
crushed  for  the  extraction  of  oil. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

With  the  exception  of  some  60  houses  in 
the  south-eastern  part  of  the  town,  12  at 
Ciallowell  and  12  at  Paganhill,  the  Avhole  of 
the  District  is  drained  to  disposal  works  ad¬ 
joining  the  Gas  Works  in  the  south-west 
corner  of  the  District:  these  were  laid  down 
about  1868  and  up  to  1892  Avere  managed  by 
a  contractor.  They  consist  of  two  parallel 
lines  of  tanks  of  a  total  capacity  of  105,000 
gallons  with  an  estimated  dry-weather-floAV  of 
119,700'  gallons  per  diem.  The  tanks  are 
divided  by  cross  walls  at  different  points  into 
separate  chambers  through  all  of  Avhich  the 
seAvage  gradually  floAvs,  and  in  which  the  solids 
are  deposited :  the  effluent  finally  floAvs  up- 
Avards  through  2ft.  of  coke  and  over  a  Aveir  to 
the  effluent  drain  which  discharges  into  the 
River  Frome  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  loAver 
down.  Formerly  alum  was  used  as  the  pre¬ 
cipitant,  but  more  recently  cakes  of  alumino- 
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ferric  have  been  placed  in  the  stream  ol  sew¬ 
age  by  which  they  are  gradually  dissolved. 
About  every  ten  days  the  tanks  are  emptied 
alternately :  the  sludge  is  pumped  to  level 
land  between  the  tanks  and  the  stream, 
covered  with  lime  and  then  allowed  to  dry. 
The  dried  sludge  is  readily  removed  as  manure 
and  does  not  accumulate. 

Some  complaints  of  nuisance  alleged  to  be 
due  to  these  works  were  received  from  a  lady 
at  Oainscross,  and  ultimately  (9th  Sept.)  they 
were  inspected  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Reed  on  behalf 
of  the  Local  Government  Board :  on  the  15th 
December  a  letter  was  received  from  the 
Board  to  the  effect  that  no  nuisance  Avas  found 
at  the  works,  but  that  as  the  effluent  wTas  not 
satisfactory,  and  the  works  were  inadequate, 
the  Council  should  take  their  re-construction 
into  consideration. 

The  drainage  of  a  group  of  houses  in  Bisley 
Road  and  Horns  Road  was  considered  at  many 
meetings :  it  proved  that  the  drain  in  question 
serves  three  or  four  blocks  of  houses  belong¬ 
ing  to  different  owners,  and  is  on  private 
land.  On  the  19th  May  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  reported  that  the  drain  was  defec¬ 
tive,  and  after  considerable  correspondence 
and  after  notices  had  been  served  on  the 
owners,  the  Surveyor  was  instructed  to  do 
the  work  necessary. 

RIVERS  POLLUTION. 

During  the  past  four  years  a  considerable 
amount  of  attention  has  been  given  to  the 
stream  at  the  boundary  of  the  Urban  and 
Rural  Districts,  called  Cuckold’s  Brook,  into 
which  the  slop  drains  of  about  12  houses  in 
each  District  discharge :  it  has  formed  the 
subject  of  numerous  letters  from  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  of  two  inspections  by 
Engineering  Inspectors  of  the  Board — Mr.  H. 
A.  Reed,  on  the  9th  September,  1909. 
Though  the  desirability  of  providing  a  sewer 
for  the  drainage  of  the  houses  is  unquestion¬ 
able,  the  administrative  difficulties  have  been 
great.  The  area  in  question  is  partly  in  the 
Urban  and  party  in  the  Rural  District,  and 
the  latter  in  two  parishes  in  that  District : 
the  settlement  has  therefore  involved  the 
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consideration  of  the  three.  It  would  appear 
that  the  solution  was  found  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  namely,  that  the  Urban  District  Council 
should  lay  the  sewer,  and  that  the  Rural 
District  Council  should  pay  a  proportion  of 
the  cost  of  construction  and  also  a  fixed  rate 
on  property  draining  into  the  sewer. 

The  bed  of  the  lowest  part  of  this  brook 
(after  it  has  flowed  under  the  Canal)  for  some 
hundred  yards  from  its  junction  with  the 
River  Frome  was  cleared  jointly  by  the  Urban 
District  Council  and  Sir  Alfred  Apperly,  the 
two  riparian  owners. 

A  complaint  was  received  as  to  alleged 
nuisance  at  the  outfall  of  the  Urban  sewage 
effluent  into  the  Frome  at  Dudbridge  in 
September :  no  nuisance  was  found  at  the 
times  of  inspection  but,  pending  any  struc¬ 
tural  alterations  at  the  sewage  works,  the 
quantity  of  precipitating  agent  has  been 
increased,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  effluent 
will  he  clearer  than  formerly. 

EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL 

Water  closets  are  with  few  exceptions  in  use 
throughout  the  District,  but  a  large  number 
are  hand-flushed,  and  many  are  found  in  a 
filthy  condition.  The  adoption  of  Regulations 
xeqjuiring  the  provision  of  proper  flushing 
cisterns  for  all  closets  is  still  under  considera¬ 
tion. 

HOUSE  REFUSE. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse  is  undertaken 
by  the  Council  through  a  contractor :  the 
Council  provides  two  covered  carts,  and  the 
contractor,  the  necessary  men,  horses  and  any 
additional  carts  required.  The  central  part  of 
the  town  is  scavenged  three  times  a  wreek 
and  has  to  be  completed  by  9.30'  a.m.,  the 
greater  part  of  the  remainder  of  the  District 
twice  a  week  by  12  noon,  and  the  outlying 
parts  once  a  wTeek  before  2  p.m.  The  cost  of 
the  scavenging  is  about  £350  a  year. 

The  refuse  is  tipped  on  land  belonging  to 
the  Council  adjoining  the  sewage  works. 
There  is  considerable  smell  at  times  from  the 
burning  of  the  refuse,  and  the  available  land 
remaining  is  very  small :  to  obviate  nuisance 
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from  the  former,  and  to  provide  for  the  time 
when  all  the  land  will  have  been  utilised,  the 
Sanitary  Committee  is  now  considering  the  . 
provision  of  a  refuse  destructor  and  a  sub¬ 
committee  has  been  appointed  to  inspect 
destructors  in  use  and  to  obtain  information 
as  to  the  cost  of  a  destructor  suited  to  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  this  District. 

BYE-LAWS  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
LEGISLATION. 

The  sanction  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  the  adoption  of  Parts  II.,  III.,  IV., 
V.,  VI.  and  Section  9'5  in  Part  X  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  was  given 
on  the  20th  August,  1909,  and  was  duly 
advertised  in  the  local  papers  on  the  3rd 
September.  The  amendment  of  the  building 
and  other  bye-laws  was  postponed  pending  the 
adoption  of  this  Act,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed 
that  they  will  now  receive  consideration. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909,  which 
consolidates  previous  Housing  Acts,  and  con¬ 
tains  many  new  useful  provisions. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  Children  attend¬ 
ing  Public  Elementary  Schools  is  carried  out 
by  officials  directly  under  the  Gloucestershire 
Education  Committee.  All  the  schools  in  the 
District  have  been  inspected  on  one  occasion  : 
the  names  of  9  children  who  appeared  in  an 
especially  neglected  condition  were  received 
from  the  Committee  in  order  that  attention 
might  be  given  to  their  homes  by  the  District 
Council. 

The  usual  visits  were  paid  to  schools  on  the 
occurrence  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  in 
connection  with  them,  and  many  children 
were  specially  examined.  No  school  was 
closed  during  the  year  on  account  of  infectious 
conditions. 

A  complete  survey  of  the  schools  was  given 
in  my  report  for  1907. 

FACTORIES'  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  numbers  of  inspections  and  defective 
Conditions  found  in  workshops  and  factories 
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are  given  in  tlie  accompanying  table.  During 
the  year  two  communications  were  received 
from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  with  re¬ 
ference  to  the  provision  of  sanitary  conveni¬ 
ences  and  detailed  information  was  sent  in 
reply. 

The  number  of  outworkers  on  the  register 
is  134.  A  list  was  received  from  Oxford 
during  1900  for  the  first  time. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  soap  works  which  were  established  in 
1907  were  burnt  down  in  1908,  and  were  not 
re-built  for  the  same  purpose.  No  complaints 
as  to  the  two  tripe-boilers  have  been  received. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  year  under  review  was  one  of  com¬ 
parative  immunity  from  notifiable  infectious 
disease,  the  total  number  of  cases  notified 
(including  7  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis)  being 
21.  In  only  two  years  since  notification  was 
first  adopted  has  the  number  (excluding  pul¬ 
monary  tuberculosis)  been  smaller,  namely,  in 
1895  and  1903. 

Removed  to 

Stroud  Upl’nds  t’tal  h’spital  deaths 
Scarlet  Fever  3  0  3  3  0 

Diphtheria  6  0  6  5  0 

Typhoid  Fever  3  0  3  3  1 

Erysipelas  2  0  2  0  0 

Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  7(WH5)0  7  0  4* 
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Only  one  case  of  scarlet  fever  calls  for 
special  comment,  namely,  that  of  a  boy 
notified  in  May :  it  appears  that  cases  of  the 
disease  occurred  at  a  school  in  Cheltenham, 
where  he  was  a  boarder,  and  that  to  avoid 
the  spread  of  infection  in  the  school  the  boys 
were  dismissed,  without  any  warning  to  the 
Sanitary  Authorities  of  the  Districts  to  which 
the  boys  returned.  On  the  facts  being  ascer¬ 
tained  I  immediately  wrote  to  the  Head 
Master  of  the  School  pointing  out  the  danger 
of  such  a  proceeding  and  advising  him  on  any 
future  occasion  to  consult  with  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  who  would  send  the  neces- 


*Notified  cases. 
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sary  communications  to  the  other  Health 
Authorities. 

Of  the  6  cases  of  diphtheria,  4  occurred  in 
one  house,  and  2  were  notified  on  the  results 
of  bacteriological  examinations  where  the 
clinical  symptoms  were  very  slight. 

Two  of  the  3  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were 
notified  from  the  General  Hospital :  one  was  a 
boy  of  14  living  and  working  in  the  town,  and 
the  other  a  boy  of  5,  who  was  admitted  as  a 
possible  case  of  meningitis  from  Rodborough. 
No  definite  source  of  infection  was  traced  in 
any  of  the  three  cases,  but  in  the  two  from 
the  town  the  condition  of  the  closet  accom¬ 
modation  was  most  unsatisfactory,  and  in 
neither  case  were  proper  flushing  arrange¬ 
ments  provided. 

The  seven  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  the  first  notified  under  the  Order  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  issued  on  the  18th 
December,  1908.  Five  were  cases  in  the 
Union  Workhouse  for  which  no  action  by  the 
District  Council  was  necessary :  the  two  re¬ 
maining  cases  were  provided  with  Japanese 
handkerchiefs  and  spitting  flasks  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Council  (17th 
March,  1909).  Both  these  cases  have  since 
died,  and  the  only  three  notified  cases  now 
in  the  District  are  those  in  the  Union 
Workhouse. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  Isolation  Hospitals  are  those  under 
the  control  of  the  Stroud  Joint  Hospital 
Bbard  at  Cainscross  (for  scarlet  fever,  diph¬ 
theria  and  typhoid  fever)  and  at  Bisley  (for 
small-pox).  There  was  some  discussion  early 
in  the  year  as  to  the  authority  responsible  for 
cases  from  the  Workhouse:  such  cases  are  re¬ 
moved,  but  no  formal  arrangement  has  been 
made  as  to  them  between  the  Board  of 
Guardians  and  Hospital  Board. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  population  of  the  District  has  been 
estimated  as  usual  on  the  assumption  that  the 
rate  of  change  in  the  present  decennium  has 
been  the  same  as  during  the  ten  years  (1891- 
1901),  but  the  errors  in  such  an  estimate  are 
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TABLE  V. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1909. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  one  Year  of  Age. 
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Enteritis,  Muco-enterltis, 
Gastro-enteritis 

Gastritis,  Gastro¬ 
intestinal  Catarrh 

Permature  Birth . 

Congenital  Defects 

Atrophy,  Debility,  Maras¬ 
mus  . 

Meningitis . 

Convulsions 

Bronchitis . 

Pneumonia . 

Suffocation,  overlying  ... 

Other  Causes  . 

Total  . 

10 


Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1909,  8,668. 

Births  in  the  year — legitimate,  142  ;  illegitimate,  12  ;  total,  154  ; 
Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants,  18  ;  illegitimate  infants,  7- 
Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  ages,  132. 
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liable  to  increase  with  the  lapse  of  time  since 
the  last  Census  was  taken.  If  my  estimate  is 
below  the  actual  number  the  birth  rate  must 
be  even  less  than  the  low  rates  recorded  for 
the  last  two  years :  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  population  has  not  been  decreasing 
quite  so  much  as  during  1891-1901,  but  assum¬ 
ing  my  estimate  of  8,668  for  1909  is  correct, 
there  has  been  a  migration  of  872  persons  in 
the  8  years  (an  average  of  109  persons  a  year) 
as  compared  with  1,486  in  the  10  years,  1891- 
1901  (an  average  of  149  persons  a  year).  The 
rates  are  calculated  on  an  estimated  popula¬ 
tion  of  8,668. 


Births. 


The  number  of  births  registered  during  1909 
was  154 — 71  males  and  83  females — the  lowest 
number  in  any  year  since  1875  when  the  birth 
rate  was  28.9,  as  compared  with  17.8  in  1909. 
The  rate  is  also  low  in  the  whole  of  the 
Stroud  Union.  The  change  in  the  birth  and 
death  rates  during  the  past  thirty-five  years 
is  shown  in  the  following  table. 


TABLE  A. 


1875-1880 

1881-1885 

1886-1890 

1891-1895 

1896-1900 

1901-1905 

1909 


Birth  Rate 

33.9 

30.85 

27.1 

24.8 

22.8 

20.3 

17.8 


Death  Rate 

21,6 

18.9 
15.3 
16.1 
15.0 

13.9 
15.2 


Infantile 

Mortality 

161 

152 

127 

136 

135 

108 

162 


Of  the  total  births  12  (11  in  Stroud  and  1 
in  Uplands)  or  7.8  per  cent,  were  illegitimate  : 
this  is  above  the  average  for  the  nine  years 
(1902-1909)  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following 
table,  but  the  rate  for  the  District  is  high  as 
compared  with  that  for  the  Union  as  a  whole 
The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  (1904-6)  was 
4.0. 


Illegitimate  Births  (1902-1909). 
Stroud  Civil  Parish  6.6  per  cent. 

•  uplands  Civil  Parish  2.4  per  cent 

Stroud  U.D.  5.96  per  cent! 

Stroud  Union  3.91  per  cent. 


Deaths. 

One  hundred  and  ninety  deaths  were  regis¬ 
tered  in  the  District  during  the  year,  the 
highest  number  since  1900:  87  or  nearly  half 
of  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  Union  Work- 
house  (59)  and  General  Hospital  (28).  Of  the 
87  deaths  63  and  one  case  of  drowning  in 
the  Canal  were  of  persons  belonging  to  other 
districts :  6  Stroud  persons  died  in  Public 
Institutions  beyond  the  District,  namely,  4 
in  the  County  Asylum,  1  in  the  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  1  in  the  Gloucester  Royal 
Infirmary. 

The  net  deaths  for  1909  are  thus  132,  a  rate 
per  1,000'  of  the  population  of  15.2,  which  is 
the  highest  rate  since  1906  (15.2)  and  above 
the  average  of  the  previous  ten  years  14.8 : 
the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
and  of  persons  over  65  were  above  the  average 
of  the  ten  years.  Corrected  for  the  age  and 
sex  distribution  of  the  population  the  rate  for 
1909  becomes  14.7,  while  that  for  England 
and  Wales  was  14.5. 

As  regards  causes  of  death,  the  numbers  at¬ 
tributed  to  old  age  and  to  developmental 
(including  premature)  causes  were  above,  and 
to  lung  diseases  were  below,  the  average. 

The  comparative  rates  for  the  two  con¬ 
stituent  civil  parishes  are  given  in  Table  B. 
From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  average 
birth  and  death  rates  and  infantile  mortality 
are  all  higher  in  Stroud  than  in  Uplands. 

TABLE  B. 

Birth  and  Death  Rates  and  Infantile 
Mortality  (1909)  and  Averages  (1899-1908). 

Popul’tion  Births  Deaths  Inf’ntile  Mortl’ty 

1909  Average  1909  Average  1909  Average 

1909  No.  Rate  Rate  No,  Rate  Rate  No.  Rate  Rate 

Stroud  7100  131  18  45  20.9  112  15.8  15.8  21  160  122 

Bpl’nds  1568  23  14.7  19.9  20  12.8  10.6  4  174  83 

Su!°D.d  }  8668  154  17’8  20’7  132  15.2  14.8  25  162  113 
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Infantile  Mortality. 


Twenty-five  infants  died  under  the  age  of 
one  year  during  1909,  an  infantile  mortality 
of  162,  which  is  the  highest  rate  recorded 
since  1884  (179) :  from  1903  to  1907  the  rate 
did  not  exceed  100.  The  average  for  the  10 
years  (1899-1908)  was  113,  and  the  rate  for 
1909  in  England  and  Wales  109.  The  details 
of  these  infantile  deaths  are  given  in  Table  V. 
(Local  Government  Board)  from  which  it 
would  appear  that  while  6  or  25  per  cent,  of 
the  total  number  were  due  to  premature  birth 
and  congenital  defects,  14  or  more  than  50 
per  cent,  were  due  to  preventable  causes  such 
as  wrong  feeding,  bronchitis,  pneumonia  and 
suffocation. 


The  preventability  of  many  infantile  deaths 
is  further  indicated  by  a  comparison  of  the 
death  rates  of  legitimate  and  illegitimate 
infants.  The  requisite  figures  are  available 
for  the  eight  years  (1902-1909)  and  are  given 
in  the  following  table: — 

Infantile 

Births  Deaths  Mortality 
Legitimate  1294  129  100 

Illegitimate  82  21  256 

Total  1376  150  109 

Uncertified  Deaths. 


Of  the  total  132  deaths,  12'5  were  certified 
by  a,  medical  practitioner :  on  the  remaining 
7,  5.3  per  cent,  of  total  deaths  inquests  were 
held.  The  summary  of  these  is: — 

Natural  causes : — 


Heart  failure 

Apoplexy 

Inanition 


2 

1 

1  4 


Accidents : — 

Suffocation  in  bed 

clothes  1 

Scalded  1 

Injury  to  spine  1 


3 
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The  five  tables  of  statistics  prescribed  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  are  appended  here¬ 
with. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OP  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
For  the  Year  ending  Dec.  3 1  st,  1 909. 


February,  1910. 


Gentlemen, — 

I  have  respectfully  to  again  submit  for  your 
approval  a  brief  summary  of  the  work  of  the 
past  year. 

The  number  of  Nuisances  dealt  with  amount 
to  147,  and  are  classified  as  follows: — Fifteen 
houses  cleansed  and  whitewashed,  10  houses 
repaired,  14  houses  fumigated  and  cleansed 
after  infectious  diseases,  2  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  abated,  9  dairies  and  milkshops 
whitewashed,  10  slaughter-houses  white¬ 
washed,  12  bakehouses  cleansed  and  repaired, 
5  cowsheds  whitewashed  and  repaired,  2  new 
w.c.’s  built,  4  drains  ventilated,  12  w.c.’s  and 
drains  unstopped  and  cleansed,  10  old  drains 
and  traps  abolished,  5  new  drains  laid,  13 
accumulations  of  manure  and  refuse  removed, 
8  lots  of  animals  improperly  kept  removed  or 
cleansed,  12  workrooms  and  workshops 
cleansed  and  repaired,  4  various  other 
nuisances  removed. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES, 

Fifty-seven  visits  have  been  made  to  these 
premises  at  varied  intervals,  as  often  as 
possible  at  the  time  of  slaughtering  or 
soon  after.  The  usual  notices  for  cleansing 
have  been  complied  with,  all  offal  and  refuse 
being  removed  quickly  in  compliance  with  the 
regulations. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

A  considerable  amount  of  time  and  atten¬ 
tion  has  been  given  to  these  houses,  which  are 
frequented  by  visitors  from  larger  centres  of 
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population  and  in  consequence  require  a  great 
amount  of  supervision.  On  two  occasions  a 
number  of  unemployed  were  passing  through 
the  town  and  made  their  stay  at  these  houses. 
The  usual  notices,  &c.,  for  cleansing  have  been 
complied  with.  Forty-three  visits  have  been 
made,  and  taking  them  as  a  whole  are  fairly 
well  conducted. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  workshops  and  workplaces  in  the 
district  have  been  visited  frequently  in 
accordance  with  the  Factory  and  Workshops 
Acts.  Several  notices  were  given  for  con¬ 
traventions,  some  being  remedied  on  verbal 
notice. 

Outworkers’  lists  have  been  received  and 
examined,  and  where  necessary  forwarded  to 
other  Councils. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS 
ORDERS. 

Various  notices  have  been  given  for  clean¬ 
sing  and  repairs,  14  visits  being  made.  The 
cowsheds  are  fairly  good  considering  the  cows 
are  kept  principally  in  the  open  air.  The 
milkshops,  however,  are  in  need  of  greater 
powers  of  supervision,  but  the  greater  part 
of  the  milk  supply  is  from  the  outside  districts 
and  is  not  stored. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS, 

These  important  duties  are  administered  by 
the  County  Authorities,  and  in  the  absence  of 
special  instructions  no  action  has  been 
deemed  necessary.  It  is,  however,  essential 
that  some  little  time  should  be  devoted  to 
these  enactments  to  procure  as  near  as 
possible  a  pure  food  supply. 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Several  consignments  of  fish  and  fruit  were 
condemned  and  destroyed  as  unfit  for  food. 
As  every  assistance  was  given  no  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  considered  necessary. 
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HOUSE  REFUSE  DISPOSAL  AND 
SCAVENGING. 

During  the  past  year  upwards  of  two 
thousand  tons  of  house  refuse  has  been 
removed  and  disposed  of,  the  amount  in¬ 
creasing  yearly. 

The  work  is  still  done  by  contract,  which  is 
carried  out  fairly  satisfactory. 

PETROLEUM  ACTS. 

A  fair  number  of  samples  have  been  tested, 
and  were  up  to  the  required  standard.  All 
premises  licensed  to  store  petroleum  have 
been  inspected  as  usual. 

CANAL  BOATS  ACTS. 

Eighteen  canal  boats  have  been  inspected, 
and  were  found  in  fairly  good  order,  three 
infringements  of  a  minor  character  being 
reported. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  PARSONS,  Assoc.  R.S.I. 


